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Summary 2012 
 
The coverage of Finnish circus statistics 
 
These circus statistics concern professional Finnish 
circus performances. The circus statistics comprise 
both contemporary circus companies and classical 
touring circus.  
 
The compilation of statistics on circus began in 
2006. Traditional circus was included in 2007. The 
number of circus companies included in the 
statistics has crown steadily: from five companies in 
2006 to fifteen circus- and fire art companies in 
2008 and twenty two circus- and fire art companies 
in 2011. The 2012 statistics gather information from 
twenty circus companies in addition to one classical 
touring circus troupe, Sirkus Finlandia. 
 
The figures of 2012 specify the work of circus 
companies operating both with and without state 
support. The statistics include 13 circus companies 
for which state support was granted in 2012. In 
addition 7 other companies are included. The 
statistics of 2012 do not include fire art companies. 
The figures of state support for circus companies 
can be found on page x of this book.  
 
Characteristically for circus art, these statistics 
cover performances ranging from larger creations 
set up for stage to solo performances, numbers 
made for variety shows and outdoor spectacles. 
The Winter Circus performances of Dance Theatre 
Hurjaruuth are included in dance statistics. The 
large number of Finnish youth circus performances 
is neither included in this chart.  
 
Number of performances and spectators keep 
increasing 
 
The number of circus performances compiled in the 
statistics of 2012 was all together 1 340. This is one 
performance less than in 2011.  
 
The aggregate attendance of the circus 
performances was 456 759 spectators in 2012. The 
number has increased by 10 % from 2011.  
 
The growth of both the number of circus 
performances as well as their audiences has been 
very strong in the past years. During the last 5-year 
period 2008-2012 the number of performances has 
grown by 67% and the number of audiences by 
44%. During the period of analysis, both the 
amount of new companies and the scale of the 
activities of the more established circus companies 
have grown.  
 

 
Finnish circus companies gathered an audience 
of 130 000 spectators outside Finland  
 
The number of contemporary circus performances 
compiled in the statistics of 2012 was 1090 
performances in total. Compared to the figures of 
the previous year the number has increased by 13 
performances, representing 1.2%. 
  
The aggregate attendance of Finnish contemporary 
circus companies in the year of 2012 was 108 532 
spectators in Finland and 128 227 spectators 
abroad. More than a half of all spectators for 
Finnish circus companies performances are from 
outside Finland. The number of spectators has 
increased by 31% from previous year. 
 
It is characteristic for the international nature of 
circus art that nearly a half (39%) of the 
performances and more than a half of the 
spectators for Finnish contemporary circus 
companies take place outside Finland. 
 
During 2012 thirteen Finnish circus companies 
visited a total of 22 countries: besides 16 European 
countries also in Israel, Korea, New Zealand, 
Panama, the USA and Canada. Of the flagship 
companies Circo Aereo made a 10-performance 
tour in the USA and Canada, Race Horse Company 
made a tour of 19 performances in the Benelux 
countries and WHS continued it’s long-term 
cooperation in Korea. 
 
The 20 circus companies included in the statistics 
produced altogether 43 first premieres in 2012. For 
the first time the statistics include also a list of 
repertoire of the companies.  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: CircusInfo Finland, 
www.sirkusinfo.fi 
 
 


